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THE
QUESTION STATED
Part 1

The first thourht that men had concerning
the heavenly bodies was an obvious one: they were
livhts. There was a greater hrht to rule the day;
A lesser livht to rule the myht; and there were the

stars also.

In those days there seemed an 1mmense
dillerence between the earth upon which men stood,
and the brizht objects that shone down upon it from
the heavens above. The earth seemed to be vast, dark,
and motionless; the celestial livhts seemed to be small,
and moved, and shone. The earth was then regarded
as the hixed centre of the nmaverse,

but the Copernican theory has H’I}]
Crec Wids

a greater

light to rule

since deprived it of this pride of
place. Yet from another point of
view the new conception of 1ts
positon imvelves a promotion,
since the earth itself 15 now th e day; 1
revarded as a heavenly body of :

the same order as some of those 168 SCI 1lght

which shine down upon us. It is[Pg to I'Ule the

Z]amongst them, and it too moves
and shimes—shimes, as some of
them do, by reflectine the hizht of

night; and
there were
the stars

also.”

the sun. Could we transport
ourselves to a neazhbouring world,
the earth would seem a star, not
distinzrnishable in kind from the

rest.

But as men realized thas, they beran to ask: “Simce
this world from a distant standpoint must appear as a
star, would not a star, if we could zet near enouzh to 1t,

show itself also as a woxrld?



